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Week 1 Wrap-up

This week

− Course overview: the scope & importance of epistemology and
the centrality of knowledge to the subdiscipline

− Discussion of the possible existence of different ‘modes’ of
knowledge (know-how, etc.)

− Brief introduction to the notion of philosophical analysis
− First look at the analysis of knowledge:

− The Truth condition
− The Belief condition
− The Justification condition (prompted by Microbes case)
− The Gettier problem: Ford and Clock cases & the range of

possible kinds of response

Group discussion

In small groups (�-�) discuss
the following questions (and
then we’ll have a whole class
discussion):

(�) It was suggested that one knows how to X ⇔ one would have the
ability to X under some “relevant” range of circumstances. Do
you think this proposal has merit? If so, do you have any
suggestions as to what makes a circumstance relevant or not?

(�) What are beliefs, exactly? What kinds of tendencies or
behaviours do we associate with someone who believes that P?

Group discussion (ctd.)

In small groups (�-�) discuss
the following questions (and
then we’ll have a whole class
discussion):

(�) Do you agree that Gettier cases clearly show that the JTB analysis
is faulty? If not, why not? If so, what might be missing from it?

(�) Why might we care about whether someone knows something
rather than merely holds a true belief about it?



Next week

− Topic: Some responses to Gettier
− Required reading:

− Pritchard, D. WTK, Ch. �.
− Recommended reading:

− Feldman, R. ����: Epistemology. Pearson. Ch �.
- Gettier, E. L. ����: Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?. Analysis

��(�), pp. ���-�.
− Hetherington, S. ����: Gettier Problems. In F. Fieser &

B. Dowden (eds.), Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Sections
�–�, � & ��.
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