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Week 3 Wrap-up

This week

− A fourth and a fifth response to Gettier:
− Causation, found to be either too strong (Smoke case) or too

weak (Fake Barns case)
− Reliabilism (in the form of Sensitivity), found to be either too

weak or possibly even vacuous

− General pessimism regarding the solubility of the Gettier
problem, including Zagzebski’s attempted argument for its
inescapability

− The “Knowledge First” approach, which claims that knowledge is
(i) unanalysable and (ii) key to understanding concepts such as
belief and justification

Group discussion

In small groups (�-�) discuss
the following questions (and
then we’ll have a whole class
discussion):

(�) We saw that Causation seems to stumble on the Fake Barns
case, in which it attributes knowledge that doesn’t seem to be
present. How would Sensitivity handle the same scenario?

(�) How do you think that the reliabilist should respond to the
reference class problem?

Group discussion

In small groups (�-�) discuss
the following questions (and
then we’ll have a whole class
discussion):

(�) Discuss Williamson’s “chain reaction” argument to the effect that
a mere JTB that P cannot suffice for P’s constituting evidence.

(�) How plausible do you take the suggestion that the concept of
knowledge can be used to analyse that of belief, by claiming, for
example, as Williamson does, that ”believing that P” amounts to
”treating P as if one knew it”? (And what does it mean to treat
something as if one knew it?)



Next week

− Topic: The value of knowledge
− Required reading:

− Pritchard, D. WTK, Ch. �
− Recommended reading:

- Bondy, P. ����: Epistemic Value. In F. Fieser & B. Dowden (eds.),
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Sections �–�. (Available here)

− Hyman, J. ����. The Road To Larissa. Ratio, ��: ���–���.
Sections §�-§�.

− Kvanvig, J. ����. The Value of Knowledge and the Pursuit of
Understanding. Cambridge: Cambridge Unibversity Press. Ch �
‘The value of knowledge is external to it’, especially the section
titled ‘Plato and the tethering of true belief ’.

− Olsson, E.J. ����: The Value of Knowledge. Philosophy Compass
�(��): ���–���. (Available in course reader)

https://iep.utm.edu/ep-value/
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